
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Playwrights Local 
 
  
Your Project Title: Double-Bill Theater Production:One-Act Plays by Faye Sholiton and Robert Hawkes 

Your Project Summary: Playwrights Local seeks funding for a double-bill of one-act plays in November 

2018. This full, professional production pairs two compelling new dramas: “Above and Beyond” by Faye 

Sholiton and “The Silence of Dr. & Mrs. Caligari” by Robert Hawkes. Both plays were selected through our 

2017 Open Submission process, which was available free of charge to all playwrights in the wider area of 

Northeast Ohio, a region of 3.5 million. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria. You provide a clear explanation of the various 

stakeholders within your community and your commitment to each. You mission is clear and your activities 

support it. Your artistic and cultural vibrancy is evident in your programming, and your operational capacity 

is evidenced by your history, the calrity in your budget and your broad base of financial support. I am 

interested in how you will use the information from your survey results. I am curious about the selection 

process for the plays being produced, especially since you describe the second one is 'less topical.' 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: From reading through the application support materials and the background info on Playwrights 

Local I admire greatly what they are doing! They are adding huge artistic & cultural vibrancy to the theater 

community via the type of work they are presenting in their seasons and by making the open call for 

playwrights to submit work free of charge. I don't see the direct public benefit this application is having 

particularly because I didn't read any where of how Playwrights Local is going to use the CAC grant to make 

this VERY accessible to the public. Whether that's through an additional free performance for students and 

schools, or low/free ticket prices, or community engagement around the subject of the plays. None of that 

is listed, so I'm not sure how much public benefit this will have. That all said, I admire the work that they do. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: While the audience for this project is limited, it is clear that the project addresses a need of the 

arts and culture community of the area. This is a need that is not being met by any other organizations in 

the area. The artistic vibrancy is evident in the variety and local nature of the works being presented and 

the organizational capacity shows that the project is a likely success. In the future, a bit more detail about 

the audiences served and how they will benefit will strengthen the application. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Seems that they understand their community pretty well. However, if the community also 

includes playwrights, it might be necessary to evaluate the playwrights' experiences to improve over time, 

as well 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The organization is focusing on benefiting the artistic community, especially with their open call 

process and their desire to provide paying work for local artists. The goals needed some work. One was 

already completed prior to the proposal submission and the other wasn't a measurable goal with concrete 

pieces. I would have liked to see a concrete forward-facing goal. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

